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on the right of our line had been able to move forward in the
Oise valley and further eastwards.
There now faced Haig the difficult problem of the attack on
the Hindenburg Line—a problem rendered no easier of solution
by a warning from the Government at home of the serious conse-
quence of failure and heavy losses in any attempt to carry it by
storm. The resources at his disposal had hitherto been suffi-
cient to deal with the extemporised positions occupied by the
Germans at the end of their spring offensive, but the formidable
semi-permanent barrier now fronting the three southern armies
of the B.E.F. might well prove too strong for them. With
great strength of mind and fine self-confidence, Haig resolved
to continue with what had been so well begun, and the decisive
results achieved justified his faith in his troops.
The breaching of this great defensive barrier was successfully
accomplished, at not too heavy a cost, by the end of Sep-
tember. A necessary preliminary was the capture of the
positions east of Arras, which blocked the First Army's route of
approach to Cambrai; this was duly carried out by a swift
and rapidly successful attack on September ist, and in the
middle of the month a series of further preparatory operations
all along the front from Vermand to Havrincourt cleared the
approaches to the main Hindenburg Line itself. This process
took somewhat longer than had been anticipated, the Germans
still contesting the ground stubbornly and taking and inflicting
heavy losses. It was not until September 22nd that Haig was
in a position to issue his final orders for the grand attack, which
was to open on the ayth. An even larger offensive by two
French and American armies on a 5o-mile front, in the Argonne
Forest, was to begin on the previous day. Foch's purpose,
now that the St. Mihiel salient on. the Meuse to the south of
Verdun had been eliminated by an American attack, and the
B.E.F. had worked its way forward to within striking distance
of the Hindenburg Line, was to kindle the battle on the whole
front from the Meuse to the Channel, and enfold the whole
German right and centre in the concentric pressure of a great
ring of armies which should stifle and crush them to death.
Within a week the Hindenburg Line, the most formidable
piece of field fortification ever erected in modern warfare, with
its wealth of wire, steel and concrete, its great depth and its
strong defences, was in our hands from end to end. The First
Army on the north forced its way across the dry belt of the Canal
du Nord west of Cambrai and though every mile of ground had
to be fought for, maintained a steady progress as far as the
western outskirts of the city, where it paused on October ist.
The Third Army, further south, rapidly overran the whole

